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Aboriginal Children and Their Aboriginal Children and Their 
Human Rights Human Rights 
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UN 
Declaration 

Articles

Relevance / Importance of the 
Articles

Barriers

All 46 Articles All 46 Articles of the Declaration 
contribute to creating a climate of 
support for early childhood 
development and provide a legislative 
and policy framework for adequate 
public investments into children and 
families.

•Canada is historically unwilling to incorporate international 
human rights treaties into Canadian law and practice
There is little public support for “rights-based” approaches 
and a preference for “needs-based” approaches, despite the 
value of rights-based approaches to populations that lack 
economic and political power, such as children and 
Indigenous Peoples that are affected by government action 
or inaction
•Canada lacks an efficient mechanism for coordinating with 
the relevant jurisdictions and treaty bodies
•Canada’s track record on the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, demonstrates an “uncertain approach to human 
rights legislation, and a lack of political will and transparency
•Canada’s federal system causes jurisdictional complexities 
in the implementation of human rights legislation.
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UN Declaration 
Articles

Relevance / Importance of the 
Articles

Barriers

Articles 3, 4 and 
5: The rights to 
self-
determination, 
self-government 
and autonomy, 
socio-economic 
and cultural 
development, 
distinct 
institutions and 
full participation 
in the larger 
society.

These Articles support self-
determination in ECD:
· The creation of a holistic, 
culturally-safe system of care for 
early childhood; 
· A new regulatory regime for 
ECD under First Nations 
authority and jurisdiction, 
including culturally  appropriate 
and community determined 
standards and practices, 
· The value of Indigenous cultural 
identities, and recognition of the 
significant cultural diversity that 
exists amongst BC First Nations.

· Inadequate public investment for children: 
OECD countries invest between .5% and 2% of 
their GDP into the early years, invests 02%;

· A lack of understanding of the issue of cultural 
safety in ECD;

· A preference for multilateral “Aboriginal”
approaches rather than “distinction-based”
approaches in the BC Government ECD 
system.



UN Declaration 
Articles

Relevance / Importance of the Articles Barriers

Articles 9, 11, 12, 
13, 14 and 15: The 
rights to 
Indigenous 
community 
membership and 
the maintenance 
of cultural 
traditions and 
languages.

These Articles support traditional cultural practic es in 
ECE, including cultural and language immersion 
programs (nests), by supporting the right to:
· Belong to an Indigenous community/Nation;
· Maintain cultural traditions and customs;
· Practice and revitalize cultural and spiritual 
traditions;
· Revitalize and use languages and traditions in ECD 
programs;
· Establish and control Indigenous educational 
systems and institutions beginning in the early yea rs;
· Provide culturally appropriate instruction in the 
community’s distinct language;
· Ensures dignity, diversity and the reflection of 
distinct Indigenous cultures, traditions and practi ces 
in early learning/education.

· Inadequate funding for 
Aboriginal ECD programs and 
services;



UN 
Declaration 

Articles

Relevance / Importance of the Articles Barriers

Article 17: The 
right to access 
labour.

· Supports the right of parents/family 
members to employment, which is 
important to improving the socio-
economic circumstances of children and 
families – which is integral to the healthy 
development of young children;

· Provides a foundation for the development 
of the early childhood labour force; 

· Establishes the responsibilities of States 
to provide effective measures regarding 
access to the labour force and preparation 
of the early childhood labour force.

· Inadequate funding for Aboriginal ECD 
programs and services, including post-
secondary education programs to prepare the 
Aboriginal ECD labour force;

· Inadequate Government support for labour 
force development re: access to employment 
and employment supports such as accessible 
childcare.

Articles 18, 19 
and 20: The 
rights to 
participate in 
decision-
making, to be 
consulted and 
to provide 
informed 
consent and to 
develop and 
participate in 
Indigenous 
social systems 
and 
institutions.  

· Support the rights of families, 
communities and Nations to determine the 
care and education provided to their 
children through participation in any 
decision-making that concerns their 
interests with respect to their young 
children;

· Support the right to be consulted and to 
provide informed consent on matters 
affecting their children;

· Support the right of Indigenous 
communities/Nations to develop, maintain 
and participate in their own political, 
economic, social systems and institutions.

· Inadequate funding for Aboriginal ECD 
programs and services, including 
funding to support community-based 
needs assessments, research, 
consultation;

· Inadequate funding to establish parallel 
Aboriginal ECD institutions.
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Articles

Relevance / Importance of the Articles Barriers

Articles 21 and 
22: The right to 
improved 
socioeconomic 
conditions and 
the right to 
determine 
developmental 
priorities.

These Articles are critically important to the heal thy 
development of young children because they:
· Recognize the importance of socio-economic factors to 
the health and well-being of children;
· Call for broad poverty reduction and/or elimination  – a 
public policy goal and strategy that is widely acce pted as 
essential to improving developmental outcomes for 
children experiencing poverty and social exclusion;
· Apply to the wide scope of socio-economic 
development, including education employment and 
training, housing, health and social security;
· Also recognize the special rights of especially 
vulnerable populations, including children, youth, Elders 
and persons with disabilities;
· Support the rights of communities to determine thei r 
own developmental priorities – which can support a 
“Children at the Centre” policy agenda;
· Recognize the responsibilities of States to provide  
“effective measures” – which includes adequate 
financing of an agenda for Indigenous children - to 
ensure the improvement of socio-economic conditions , 
especially for special populations such as children , 
youth, Elders and persons with disabilities; 
· Provide for the full array of early identification and 
intervention, prevention, family support and child 
development programs, services and resources for 
young children and their families;
· Recognize the needs of persons with disabilities, w hich 
includes children with additional support needs (i. e., 
special needs) related to developmental delays and 
disabilities, learning disabilities, behavioural di sorders, 
mental health, FASD and other special needs, and 
support the provision of the full scope of programs , 
services and resources that are widely recognized a s 
integral to an effective continuum of holistic, int egrated 
services for young children and their families.

· Child poverty is one of the biggest challenges that  
policymakers confront in efforts to enhance the wel l-being 
and learning of young children;

· Addressing child poverty is a way of both meeting t he 
broader goal of social equity and developing good e arly 
childhood policies;

· Reducing child and family poverty is a precondition  for 
successful ECD;  

· ECD services alone can not reduce child poverty -
structural child poverty and institutional discrimi nation 
can only be reduced through a combination of increa sed 
resources for universal ECD programs and upstream 
fiscal, social, housing and labour policies, includ ing 
income transfers to low-income groups, comprehensiv e 
social and family policies, supportive employment 
strategies and employment training;

· Inadequate funding for Aboriginal ECD and child hea lth 
programs and services;

· Lack of access to health care services, especially 
specialized services for children with complex medi cal and 
behavioural conditions, for children and families l iving in 
rural, remote and/or isolated communities;
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Relevance / Importance of the 
Articles

Barriers

Article 24: The 
rights to health, 
health care and 
access to traditional 
medicines.

· Establish the right to physical and mental 
health  - which supports a vision of holistic 
health for children, including the physical, 
emotional, mental, spiritual and cultural 
aspects of health;

· Recognize the right to health care – which 
includes holistic health care programs and 
services;

· Ensures the right to access traditional 
medicines and practices– which supports the 
right of families to health care choices and 
supports the preservation of natural 
environments that are the source of traditional 
medicines and child well-being;

· Establishes the responsibilities of States for 
effective measures to ensure the health of 
Indigenous children.

· Inadequate funding for Aboriginal ECD and child hea lth 
programs and services;

· Lack of access to health care services, especially 
specialized services for children with complex medi cal and 
behavioural conditions, for children and families l iving in 
rural, remote and/or isolated communities;

· Increasing destruction of the rainforests and other  
traditional habitats which are the source of tradit ional 
medicines.

Articles 25 and 31 to 
35: The rights to 
traditional 
territories and 
developmental 
strategies, 
responsibilities of 
members and to 
future generations, 
traditional 
knowledge, cultural 
expressions, 
science, intellectual 
property, 
Indigenous 
identities and 
institutional 
structures.

· Support self-determination and the 
development of Indigenous institutional 
structures, which can be a foundation for a 
parallel ECD system for First Nations children, 
based upon traditional cultural values, ways of 
knowing and being, teachings and practices;

· Acknowledge and protect intellectual property 
and support the use of traditional knowledge, 
cultural expressions and science in ECD 
pedagogy and curriculum;

· Recognize the right to determine development 
priorities and strategies relative to lands, 
traditional territories, resources;

· Support the right of Indigenous children to 
early support for their distinct cultural identity 
through ECD pedagogy and curriculum;

· Acknowledge the right of communities / 
Nations to determine the responsibilities of 
their members with respect to their children.

· Lack of access to traditional territories by childr en who live 
away from home, i.e., “off-reserve”;

· Inadequate funding for Aboriginal ECD and child hea lth 
programs and services ;

· A preference for multilateral “Aboriginal” approache s rather 
than “distinction-based” approaches in the BC Govern ment 
ECD system.


